i24          MICHAEL   FARADAY
Faraday's magnitude may be appreciated by comparison
with genius in other fields of mental achievement. It is
interesting to compare him with Tolstoy. Faraday was the
greatest physical scientist of the nineteenth century, and
many would say that Tolstoy was the greatest writer of the
nineteenth century. Both of them were men of small
stature and extraordinary energy, and both had peculiar
creeds with ideals of extreme self-repression. Why were
Faraday and Darwin so intellectually superior to the
English nineteenth-century writers, and why were Tolstoy
and Dostoyevsky so superior to the Russian nineteenth-
century scientists? The soul of British industrialism was
expressed in its struggle to subject natural forces to com-
mercial ends. Its voice was heard through the investigators
of natural phenomena, whose researches provided the
knowledge essential to such an object. The society of
nineteenth-century Russia, unlike that of England, had
not been launched by a dominant class towards the accom-
plishment of a specific object. It was in a condition of
unmanageable conflict. Men of powerful intellect could
find no obvious channel for the use of their energy, so they
turned on themselves and wrote a literature that was as
great as the conflicts that disorganized their minds. Davy
and Faraday expressed the intellectual aspect of a movement
that has produced the civilization based on applied science,
whereas Tolstoy and Dostoyevsky expressed the intellectual
aspect of a situation that has produced a communist organi-
zation of society. Scientific civilization and communism
are two of the major human ideas. Faraday's and Tolstoy's
intimate relation to them is the explanation of their great-
ness, and one of the explanations why the works of their
respective literary and scientific contemporaries were of a
lower order of value.
It has been remarked that in his extant photographs,
Faraday looks like an American. This comment suggests
interesting comparisons. His extreme fundamentalist
creed, combined with the dominant belief in the value of
experiment, would have made him more comfortable than
any of his English intellectual peers in the American social